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Tracy Rocca works to translate THIS WEEK LAST WEEK
experience into canvas -y
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Tracy Rocca works in her Albuquerque studio

COURTESY OF TRACY ROCCA

“I'm not an angsty painter,” Tracy Rocca explained
as she led me around her orderly—serene, even—
studio. The detached building where she paints,
tucked behind her Downtown home on a
deceptively large lot, was radiant with late
afternoon light. Skylights and windows built high
onto the walls lit up the single room studio and in
turn, the handful of paintings waiting to—in just a
few days time—be sent to New York City for the
opening of a solo exhibition of Rocca's work at
Winston Wachter Fine Art near Hell's Kitchen. The
exhibition, titled Public Lands, showcases Rocca's
large-scale paintings of national parks in the West.
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from the outside world. It makes sense, that this
practice was born out of a very different lifestyle
that necessitated she carve out space to relax.

Just before she hit on this style of work, Rocca was
living in the Bay Area and working in Silicon Valley.
The pace of life, she explained was “just frenetic—
absolutely insane.” She had always been a painter
but in this style, she “found a way to slow down. To
turn everything off.” She painted the desert, she
painted the sea, exploring landscapes both on-foot
and later, in her studio. Looking at her work,
viewers might not see a landscape right away,
however. What Rocca does is snap simple iPhone
photos of these places, and uses them as source
material—starting with very rough renderings, and
slowly blurring the image through layer after layer
of paint, until just the washed, melding fields of
color remain. It is like looking at the world through
a prism—the suggestion is there, but each object in
the frame is distilled to color and light.

Rocca blurs photographs in a slow process that can
take years

COURTESY OF TRACY ROCCA

When Rocca describes “slowing down,” she is
describing both a mental and physical experience.
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as much as a year to complete. The collection of
pieces that will be shown in Public Lands, for
example, took around two years to be created.
Looking at the paintings so brilliantly illuminated in
Rocca's studio, it was hard to believe they are
paintings at all—so seamless is the end result,
without a brushstroke evident across the gulf of the
canvas—each of which are several feet in length
and height. The harder you look, the more nuance
you see.

“It's abstract—but the goal is that you're getting a
sense of what it feels like to be in these places,” she
explained. In this show, Glacier National Park, the
Eastern Sierras, the Redwoods and more surface.
As Rocca pointed to a painting of the Grand Canyon
| suddenly recognized its colors—such distinct
shades of blue, purple, red, the gleam of desert

sun.
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Each summer Rocca and her family spend four or
five weeks exploring preserved natural places such
as these. “You come back and people say, 'How was
your trip?' and all you can say is, 'lIt was beautiful,'”
she said—but those words don't quite sum it up.

’Mc like Genrocia N'Keeaffa caid ” Rnrrca naranhraced

https://alibi.com/art/56556/Light-as-Air.html 3/8


https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?nis=4&sa=L&ai=Cm5KirDTBZMLCEtbIxtYPq9WBgAKY0JbtcdDAuv_yEdrZHhABIPGc1Y4BYMnGqYvApNgPoAGT3cigAsgBAqgDAcgDyQSqBIgCT9CHcMhYF5ZYGEmHoXIiU4BK1RA2p3oJ8nbD_Aw9WKOHJB2GYSTiHL0JlcP6V2MCyKxyTtPiFe8c_BNDGq851ESDhwljcij3v1nDtQEVCnB-RZg5d_Zw1Ff5VOz-hk349Qfsp_uJqx-v9hVW5FoZbMi4O_8P3AuVGTia8BkmxLoePqpcylsrlZc5k7_o0MVjozk36vnXt7daKCdtiRCuN87AhG3-7FeqpoVscR1JYcdnTSubZlNAPJJNnnV2P-vBkTjZ0OgwtLJ15p50BF8bZoFMbM7WNcJGjg-gm9wmz0jih-h2urvsdZhoIJBT4C5yHNzVzQCamzP3JV_JI4eLO7n1g6LO-l8KwATk_sLotASgBgKAB-6l49sCqAfZtrECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH7paxAqgH_p6xAqgHpKOxAqgH1ckbqAemvhuoB5oGqAfz0RuoB5bYG6gHqpuxAqgHg62xAqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgHyqmxAqgH66WxAtgHAdIIGQiAYRABGB4yAooCOgeB0ICAgIAESL39wTqxCULA4yAWQ20WgAoBmAsByAsBuAwB2gwRCgsQkNOws83wtMrBARICAQOqDQJVU9gTDNAVAfgWAYAXAQ&ae=1&ase=2&num=1&cid=CAQSPABpAlJWejSb2svGCiocksbH5qTq9vjCxjeZYNONvWd-UNh76WyWQfnvEfigt2rG750IXfAz8CW85cXNuxgB&sig=AOD64_36hxmrXhd6QMl5-Ff6b5vw0gVvFQ&client=ca-pub-4036467869707536&rf=2&nb=17&adurl=https://www.vivaia.com/promotion/Margot-Maryjane-best-wide-feet-and-bunions-flats-5979.html%3Futm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3D17850924885%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIwsjor9GsgAMVVqTRBB2ragAgEAEYASAAEgIspvD_BwE
https://alibi.com/index.php
https://alibi.com/feature/di/2020-09-03/feature.html
https://alibi.com/news/di/2020-09-03/News-Opinion.html
https://alibi.com/art/di/2020-09-03/Arts-Lit.html
https://alibi.com/food/di/2020-09-03/food.html
https://alibi.com/film/di/2020-09-03/Film-TV.html
https://alibi.com/music/di/2020-09-03/music.html
https://alibi.com/cannabis/di/2020-09-03/cannabis.html
https://alibi.com/events/calendar.html

7/26/23,10:59 AM Culture Shock: Light as Air

alibi

slowness—to experience the fullness of the place. “I
often create compositions that are much more
consistent with what | was feeling if it wasn't
captured right in the photograph,” she said. “Having
the experience as opposed to just the photograph
is such a blessing because | often don't get the
perfect picture, but | still got what | needed.” The
painting created then has a sense of fullness;
attached to each one is a snapshot of the place,
sure, but also the story—a nine-hour hike in the
Redwoods, an inside joke with her children, a long
vista—not just the physical evidence. As she works,
she puts this energy into her work—the feeling of
being somewhere beautiful, among loved ones, and
the sense of patience that comes with her style of
painting. All cut through with a sense of light—
which seems to infer calm.
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what you see,” Rocca described, the dappled light
and shadow, all in motion, “that's the quality that |
go for. | use the light as a path to the painting. As a
way for you get enveloped by the location.” In doing
so, Rocca manages to calm herself (“it is absolutely
for my mental health,” she said of her practice) and
aims to perhaps infer some of that calm to viewers
as well.

Rocca's Public Lands exhibition opens Thursday,
Sept. 6 in New York. If you're not making an exodus
to the big city any time soon, follow Rocca's work
and keep an eye out for openings via her Instagram
(@tracyrocca) and on her website,
tracyrocca.com.
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Local artists react to climate change
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