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Abstract painter Caio Fonseca gets his first major museum exhibition in America.

AlO FONSECA'S STUDIO IN HIS SPACIOUS MAN-
hattan apartment would on most occasions be in
total disarray. But on this sunny afternoon, as his stu-
dio manager helps him prepare for his upcoming
show at the Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington,
D.C., more than 30 of his vibrant abstract paintings are hung
in perfect chronological alignment on the walls. His messy
painterly touches have been hidden away.
“For the first time,” says the artist, at 45 years old boyishly
handsome and dressed in a blue shirt, khaki shorts, and paint-
spattered shoes, “I have the chance to examine a great deal of

my work together in one place. To see the stages I've passed
through. For instance, I see the germ of an idea I explored in
my twenties surfacing in another guise ten years later. I have
been planting seeds without being aware of it.”

Fonseca has been showing at major galleries, like Paul Kasmin
and Knoedler, for more than a decade. The Metropolitan Mu-
seum of Art even bought a Fonseca from his 1993 debut show,
and a 1998 exhibit sold out before it even opened. The Whit-
ney Museum, the Brooklyn Museum of Art, and the Museum
of Fine Arts in Houston have all collected his pieces. In 2003
he had a major show at the prestigious Institute of Modern Art
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