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“…the flowers I have learned to love photographing are Dahlias,” explains
photographer Paulette Tavormina to the Phoblographer in an interview about her
images. “My grandparents lived near us growing up where they had large garden
beds of roses, plate size dahlias, figs and Italian plum trees – often winning blue
ribbons for their garden club.” Her most recent photographs of the beautiful
flowers were cut from her garden before the frost came. Each has this own unique
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shape, pattern, color, size, etc. But each of them remind her of her grandparents.
This is just part of the emotional relationships that Paulette puts forth in her
photographs.

All images by Paulette Tavormina. Used with permission. Her photographs are
on display at the  Winston Wachter Gallery
(https://newyork.winstonwachter.com/exhibitions/paulette-tavormina-fiori-del-
giardino/) in NY until January 6th, 2024. For more, please visit her website
(https://www.paulettetavormina.com/).
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HOW PAULETTE TAVORMINA GOT INTO
PHOTOGRAPHY
“After working at Sotheby Parke Bernet for six years, I worked for a boutique
public relations firm in New York City,” explains Paulette about her beginnings in
photography. For one of my first jobs, I was asked to photograph Jean-Pierre
Rampal, the flutist, after his concert. I used an Olympus clamshell camera with a
pop-up flash.” Surrounded by professional photographers with big cameras and
flashes, she realized that she got the shot perfectly with the equipment she used.
Still, she decided to get more into photography and learn it. So, Paulette took
classes at the International Center for Photography. Eventually, she moved to
New Mexico and photographed Native American pottery.
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These days, she’s using a lot more than a little Olympus film camera. Paulette
uses a Hasselblad XIDII
(https://www.thephoblographer.com/2019/12/09/review-the-hasselblad-x1d-ii-a-
beautiful-but-very-frustrating-camera/) Camera 50 megapixel medium format
camera along with a 120mm macro lens, Broncolor lights, and an assortment of
good support gear. But over the years, she’s shot with Canon, Nikon, Contax,
and more.
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PAULETTE’S CREATIVE VISION
When Paulette got into photographing Native American pottery and Navajo
jewelry, she was introduced to the works of seventeenth-century painters,
particularly Giovanna Garzoni and Maria Sibylla Merian, whose palettes and
compositions inspired her. “I was gobsmacked and decided then, that I wanted
to create my own natura morta still lifes photographically,” she states. “The
Natura Morta images I have made in response to the Old Masters are intensely
personal interpretations of timeless, universal stories. Years from now, I hope that
the photographs I create will affect someone as deeply as the Old Masters’
paintings have affected me.”

WHAT SHE THINKS OF AI IMAGERY
While admitting that she’s not familiar with the new AI projects, she also states
that she can’t imagine herself using them. To her, there’s a soulful way that she
lovingly creates her photographs. But she admits that it might be helpful to other
people. And she further talks about happy accidents.
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This process can’t truly happen when using AI imagery platforms.
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“
“In photography there is spontaneity and
sometimes mistakes that happen…it happens in an
organic way – like a leaf that falls on the table or if
time has passed – a fruit will age or a flower petal
will droop, color of the flower will change. The
process takes use of a camera, tethered to a
computer, all the chosen equipment working and
thirty-three years of experience to achieve a final
expression of art which is paramount. 

PA U L E T T E  TAV O R M I N A
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CHRIS GAMPAT
(HTTPS://WWW.THEPHOBLOGRAPHER.C
OM/AUTHOR/ADMIN/)
Chris Gampat is the Editor in Chief, Founder, and Publisher of
the Phoblographer. He provides oversight to all of the daily tasks,
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including editorial, administrative, and advertising work. Chris's
editorial work includes not only editing and scheduling articles but
also writing them himself. He's the author of various product
guides, educational pieces, product reviews, and interviews with
photographers. He's fascinated by how photographers create,
considering the fact that he's legally blind./ HIGHLIGHTS:
Chris used to work in Men's lifestyle and tech. He's a veteran
technology writer, editor, and reviewer with more than 15 years
experience. He's also a Photographer that has had his share of
bylines and viral projects like "Secret Order of the Slice." PAST
BYLINES: Gear Patrol, PC Mag, Geek.com, Digital Photo Pro,
Resource Magazine, Yahoo! News, Yahoo! Finance, IGN, PDN,
and others. EXPERIENCE: Chris Gampat began working in
tech and art journalism both in 2008. He started at PCMag,
Magnum Photos, and Geek.com. He founded the Phoblographer
in 2009 after working at places like PDN and Photography Bay.
He left his day job as the Social Media Content Developer at
B&H Photo in the early 2010s. Since then, he's evolved as a
publisher using AI ethically, coming up with ethical ways to bring
in affiliate income, and preaching the word of diversity in the
photo industry. His background and work has spread to non-
profits like American Photographic Arts where he's done work to
get photographers various benefits. His skills are in SEO, app
development, content planning, ethics management, photography,
Wordpress, and other things. EDUCATION: Chris graduated
Magna Cum Laude from Adelphi University with a degree in
Communications in Journalism in 2009. Since then, he's learned
and adapted to various things in the fields of social media, SEO,
app development, e-commerce development, HTML, etc.
FAVORITE SUBJECT TO PHOTOGRAPH: Chris enjoys
creating conceptual work that makes people stare at his photos.
But he doesn't get to do much of this because of the high demand
of photography content. / BEST PHOTOGRAPHY TIP: Don't
do it in post-production when you can do it in-camera.
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IAN GARRICK MASON WILL
SHOCK MOST
PHOTOGRAPHERS WITH THE
GEAR HE USES
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