












I worked with local school kids that were all under the age of 10

years old to help them draw their waves. These consisted of 

beautiful organic marks and lines using hues of blue, drawn around 

black-painted colonial ships that were painted directly on the wall. 

The point of the drawing exercise was to reimagine the notion of 

ownership between the artist and the concept/work of art. Here, 

young kids have the opportunity to engage, play with, reinvent, the 

concept of the artist, therefore allowing an open dialogue between 

the viewer/ audience, and the work of art. The idea of the artist in 

this case functions merely as a baton to the young volunteers. Here 

the artistic process occurs within the given exhibition space and 

injects a sense of aesthetic tangibility that is quite evocative for 

audiences who do not have a visual reference point, or an art 

historical background when visiting exhibitions. The Paries Pictus 

wall drawing projects hints at an immediacy of line, and an 

intimacy of a performative drawing action, between artist and 

audience. 

The commission for Performa is entirely something else as it 

involves me taking on the mantle of artistic director. I've 

reimagined a context for classical operatic performance away from 

the safe confines of the concert hall towards the unassuming public, 

in this case, in the heart of Times Square. 

Can you talk in depth about "Erwartung: A Street Opera," 

commissioned for the Performa Biennial? How have you 

reimagined the 20th century opera? What similarities 

were you able to draw? How is Carole Sidney Louis 

essential to the work? 

My inspiration for the opera idea came about by trying to imagine a 
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